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The chamber, symphonic and
choral music composed by

Gundega Smite is regularly

performed in Latvia and
abroad. She has collaborated
with such ensembles as the
radio choirs of Latvia, Berlin
and Sweden, the BBC Singers,
the Stockholm Saxophone
Quartet, the Latvian National
Symphony Orchestra,
Ensemble Lucilin (Belgium),
BIT20 Ensemble (Norway)
and others. However, her
main creative interest is the
interaction between text and
music, which was the topic
of her doctoral dissertation.
Smite also teaches at

the Jazeps Vitols Latvian
Academy of Music.

Postludija. Kur tecési, kalva sieva?
POSTLUDE. WHERE ARE YOU GOING, BLACKSMITH'S WIFE?




The dainas (folksong)
chamber mystery “As I go
off to war...” is a story about
the soul’s battle — about the
soldier’s courage to leave

and the woman’s strength in
letting him go towards the
unknown. I have interwoven
an unanswered, and perhaps
unanswerable, question in
this story, namely, who of us
is prepared to risk our life

and happiness in the name

of a larger idea? As the rich
heritage of Latvian folk poetry
confirms, such a thought has
preoccupied Latvians for cen-
turies. These countless verses
express the human frailties
that surface when a young
man is called to war. A woman

stands next to him, be it a
mother, sister or bride, and
reacts bitterly to his depar-
ture and absence. “As I go off
to war...” does not provide an
answer to whether it is worth
sacrificing one’s life to the war
machine. It does not glorify
heroism; on the contrary, it
reveals the fragile internal
world of humans that is de-
stroyed in war.

Through my music and
the poetic language of the
dainas I have aspired to ex-
press a poignantly human and
undoubtedly pacifist message.
The musical frame centering
on the mythical blacksmith’s
wife points to the cyclical
and ever-renewing nature of

war. Will a new era arrive,
in which we look back at the
horrors of war as a thing of
the past that the strength of
the human spirit has defeat-
ed?

“As I go off to war...” is
a cyclical composition in ten
parts that follows the path of
a soldier: farewells, absence,
return. The first and last parts
serve as a seemingly timeless
introduction and postlude.
The structure of the cycle
is linked together by four
electronic interludes that act
as transitions to each next
stage. The music reflects the
unique style of the Arcandela
ensemble, which performs
a fusion of folk, jazz and

classical music. The dainas
texts inspired me to create
an acoustic world in which I
strived to bring together an
archaic and contemporary
palette of sound.

The dainas chamber
mystery “As I go off to war...”
is dedicated to the souls that
have been and continue to be
extinguished by senseless war.

It provides solace to
hearts broken while waiting
for sons, brothers, husbands
to return but never meeting
them again.

The core of human
strength expressed in Latvian
folk poetry lives across time,
space and nationality.

Composer Gundega Smite



Founded in 2015, ARCANDEI.A unites six professional musicians
representing different musical genres who together form a unique
musical phenomenon in Latvian cultural life. The ensemble’s mix

of classical chamber music, jazz, traditional music and opera blurs
boundaries to merge into a single whole.

Arcandela consists of Aiga Bokanova (voice), Karlis Sarzants (voice),

Rihards Plesanovs (piano), Oskars Bokanovs (double bass),

Rolands Zelé&s or Maris Rozenfelds (accordion) and Liene Brence
(violin). The ensemble’s repertoire includes original compositions,
traditional music from a variety of cultures arranged by the ensemble
and also contemporary Latvian music.




AIGA BOKANOVA
SOPRANO

Aiga Bokanova is an
ethnomusicologist,
singer and cimba-
lom player. She has
participated in vari-
ous musical projects
together with ethno-
musicologists and jazz
musicians, has sung
solo with the Latvian
National Symphony
Orchestra and the Lat-
vian Radio Choir, and
has also participated
in theatre productions
and film soundtrack

recordings.

KARLIS SARZANTS
BASS-BARITONE

Karlis Sarzants is an

opera singer and vocal
pedagogue. He is an
artist and soloist as
well as vocal peda-
gogue with the Latvian
National Opera Choir.
His opera repertoire in-
cludes more than forty
solo roles, and he also
regularly participates in
various other musical
projects.

LIENE BRENCE
vioLmv

Liene Brence is a
violinist and ethnomu-
sicologist whose main
creative interest lies in
traditional techniques
and styles of violin
playing. In addition

to traditional music,
Brence also partici-
pates in various
Baroque and early
music projects.

OSKARS
BOKANOVS
DOUBLE BASS

Oskars Bokanovs is the
principal of the double
bass group at the
Latvian National Sym-
phony Orchestra and

a member of the Riga
Double Bass Quartet.
He also performs solo
and has won several
international double
bass competitions.
Bokanovs has played
with the Latvian
National Opera
Orchestra as well as
Kremerata Baltica.

MARIS
ROZENFELDS
ACCORDIONV

Maris Rozenfelds is
an accordionist with
a particular interest in
contemporary music.
He has performed solo
programmes and has
been a soloist with
the Latvian National
Symphony Orchestra,
the Sinfonietta Riga
chamber orchestra
and other orchestras.
He also plays in var-
ious chamber music

programmes.

RIHARDS
PLESANOVS
PINO

Very versatile pianist has
performed with various
orchestras as well as the
Latvian Radio Choir. In

the genre of chamber
music he performs with
the Quadra piano quartet
and as a solo artist. He has
a particular interest in the
music of the 20th and 21st
centuries. As a finalist and
winner of several interna-
tional piano competitions,
PleSanovs has performed
solo concerts throughout
Europe.



Dainu kamermistérija “Es,
kara aiziedams...” ir stasts
par dvéseles cinu — par kara-
vira drosmi aiziet un sievietes
spéku vinu palaist preti nezi-
namajam. Sava darba ieviju
neatbildétu un, iespéjams,
neatbildamu jautajumu — kurs
no mums gatavs riskéet ar
savu dzivibu un laimi lielakas
idejas varda? Ka liecina baga-
tigais latvju dainu mantojums,
latvieSi par to domajusi jau
gadsimtiem.

Daudzas dainas
paustas cilvéciskas izjutas,
kas uzmutulo bridi, kad

jauns virietis tiek iesaukts
kara. Vinam blakus ir
sieviete — mate, masa,
ligava —, un vina skaudri
reagé uz karavira aizieSanu
un prombitni. Dainu
kamermistérija “Es, kara
aiziedams...” nedod atbildi
uz jautdjumu, vai ir verts
savu dzivibu atdot kara
masinérijai. Ta neslavina
varonibu, bet atklaj trauslo
cilvéka iek$ejo pasauli, kas
saluzt kara celos. Caur dainu
poétisko valodu un savu
miziku tiecos paust skaudri
cilvécigu un neapSaubami

pacifistiskas ievirzes
veéstijumu.

Dainu kamermistérija
“Es, kara aiziedams...” ir
izversta, cikliska kompozicija
10 dalas, kura ieziméts kara-
vira cel$: atvadas, prombiitne
un majupcels.

Skandarba muzikalais
ietvars — Ievads un Postli-
dija, kas atspogulo mitisko
kalva sievu, norada uz muzigi
ciklisko kara iedabu. Tas ie-
rameé arpuslaicigas noskanas
ieturéti ievads un postliadija.
Izversta cikla struktiru sasti-
go Cetras elektroniskas inter-

meédijas ka nelielas parejas uz
nakamo etapu.

Dainu kamermistérija
“Es, kara aiziedams...” ir
veltljums tam dvéselém, kuru
dzivibas izdzésis un joprojam
dzes bezjedzigs kars.

Tas ir mierinajums sir-
dim, kuras salauztas, gaidot
un nesagaidot majas savus
delus, bralus un ligavainus.

Latvju dainas atklatais
cilvécibas kodols dzivo pari
laikiem, telpai un tautibai.

Komponiste
Gundega Smite



Komponistes Gundegas
Smites kamerdarbi, simfoniska
mizika un kormuzika tiek
atskanota gan Latvija, gan
arvalstis. Vina ir sadarbojusies
ar Berlines, Zviedrijas

Radio koriem, BBC Singers,
Stokholmas Saksofonu
kvartetu, Latvijas Nacionalo
simfonisko orkestri, Ensemble
Lucilin (Belgija), BIT20
(Norvégija) u. c.

Komponistes dzilaka radosa
interese saistita ar teksta un
mizikas mijiedarbi — par

So tému vina ir izstradajusi
doktora disertaciju.

Gundega Smite ir ari Jazepa

Vitola Latvijas Mazikas
akadémijas macibspéks.

Ansamblis ARCAN DELA dibinats

2015. gada un apvieno sesus
profesionalus dazadu muzikas zanru
parstavjus, kas kopa veido Latvijas
muzikas dzivé nebijusu muzikalo
vienibu. Klasiska kamermuzicesana,
dzezs, tradicionala muzika,
operdziedasana saplust vienota
veseluma, nojaucot Zanru robezas.
Arcandela sastava muzicé Aiga
Bokanova (balss), Karlis Sarzants
(balss), Rihards Plesanovs (klavieres),
Oskars Bokanovs (kontrabass),

Liene Brence (vijole), Rolands Zelés
un Maris Rozenfelds (akordeons).
Ansambla repertuara ir Arcandela
dalibnieku originalkompozicijas,
dazadu tautu tradicionalas muzikas
melodijas grupas dalibnieku aranzijas,

ka ari latviesu laikmetiga muazika.



AIGA
BOKANOVA
SOPRANS

Aiga Bokanova ir etno-
muzikologe - dziedata-
ja un cimbaliste. Aiga
ir piedalijusies vairakos
muzikalos projektos
kopa ar etnomuzikolo-
giem un dzeza muzi-
kiem, dziedajusi solo
ar Latvijas Nacionalo
simfonisko orkestri,
Latvijas Radio kori, ka
ari piedalijusies teatra
izradés un filmu skanu
celinu ieskanosana.

KARLIS
SARZANTS
BASSBARITONS

Karlis Sarzants ir oper-
dziedatajs un vokalais
pedagogs. Karlis ir
Latvijas Nacionalas
Operas solists, kora
makslinieks, vokalais
pedagogs.

Opera iestudéjis vairak
neka 40 lomas, ka ari
regulari piedalijies
dazados muzikalos
projektos.

LIENE
BRENCE
VI/OLF

Liene Brence ir vijolnie-
ce un etnomuzikologe.
Vinas radosas intereses
degpunkta ir tradicio-
nalas vijo|spéles tehni-
ku un stilu izpéte.
Piedalijusies gan
tradicionalas muzikas,
gan ari baroka un
senas muzikas projek-
tos.

OSKARS
BOKANOVS
KONTRABASS

Oskars Bokanovs ir
Latvijas Nacionala
simfoniska orkestra
kontrabasu grupas
koncertmeistars un Ri-
gas Kontrabasu kvarte-
ta dalibnieks. Uzstajas
ari ka solo makslinieks
un bijis vairaku starp-
tautisku kontrabasistu
konkursu laureats.

Ir muzicéjis gan Latvi-
jas Nacionalas operas
orkestri, gan kamer-
orkestri Kremerata
Baltica.

MARIS
ROZENFELDS
ACCORDEONS

Maris Rozenfelds ir
akordeonists, kuru 1pa-
Si aizrauj laikmetigas
muzikas atskano$ana.
lestudéjis gan so-
loprogrammas, gan
spéléjis ar Latvijas
Nacionalo simfonisko
orkestri, kamerorkestri
Sinfonietta Riga u. c.
orkestriem.

Muzicé ari dazadas
kamermuzikas prog-

rammas.

RIHARDS
PLESANOVS
KLAVIERES

Rihards PleSanovs ir plasa
spektra pianists. Vairak-
kart iestudéjis koncert-
programmas sadarbiba
ar dazadiem orkestriem,
ka ari Latvijas Radio kori.
Kamermuzikas sféra dar-
bojas ka solists un klavieru
kvarteta Quadra pianists.
Ipasi pievers uzmanibu
20./21. gadsimta muzikai.
Badams vairaku starptau-
tisku pianistu konkursu
laureats, vins ir sniedzis
solokoncertus daudzas

Eiropas valstis.
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Eolksong-mystery

AS-FGO-OFF TO WAR...

I IEVADS: Kur tecesi, menestini?

Kur tecési, ménestini,
Ar to zvaigZznu puduriti?
— Kara eimu, kara teku
jaunu puisu paliga.

I INTRODUCTION:

Where are you going, dear moon?
Where are you going, dear moon,

With the cluster of stars?

- I'm going to war, into battle,

To help the young men.




Il Zile breca

Zile bréca, zile bréca
Vartu staba galina,
Iesim, meitas, klausities,
Kadu zinu zile nesa.

Zile nesa tadu zinu:

Bus puiSiem kara iet.

Tec, masina, darzina,
Pusko brala cepuriti!
Dziedadama appuskoju,
Raudadama izvadiju.
Vienu roku vartus veru,
Otru slauku asarinas.

Il The titmouse calls

The titmouse calls

At the top of the gatepost,

Let us go, girls, and listen

To what news it brings.

The titmouse announces:

The young men must go to war.

Go in the garden, dear sister,

And decorate your brother’s cap.

I sang as I decorated it,

I wept as I bid farewell.

I opened the gate with one hand,

I wiped away my tears with the other.




I Lai ziedeja
vainadzins

[Ligava:]
Kad tu biji kara virs,
Kam tu mani bildinaji?

[Karavirs:]
Es, kara aiziedams,
Atpakal lukojos.

[Ligava:]
Kam tu mani bildinaji,
Kam nonémi vainadzinu?

[Karavirs:]
Kura meita gauZi raud,
Ta biis mana ligavina.

[Ligava:]

Es biit’ savu vainadzinu
Pie maminas valkajuse,
Pie maminas valkajuse,
Iemetusi rozites.

[Visi:]

Lai zied€ja vainadzinis
Lidz citami rozitém,
Lidz citami rozitém,
Lidz citami rudenim.

III May the crown
of flowers bloom

[Bride:]
If you're a soldier,
Why did you ask my hand in marriage?

[Soldier:]
As I go off to war,
Ilook back at those who bid farewell.

[Bride:]
Why did you ask my hand in marriage,
Why did you remove my crown of flowers?

[Soldier:]
The girl who weeps sorrowfully,
She will be my bride.

[Bride:]

I would have worn my crown of flowers
At my mother’s home,

At my mother’s home,

And thrown it into the rose bush.

[All:]

May the crown of flowers bloom
Until a new year,

Until a new year,

Until a new autumn.




IV Div’ balozi
strauta dzera

Div’ baloZi strauta dzéra
Abi dzéra diidodami;
Div’ balini kara jaja,

Abi jaja domadami,

Vaj biis jat(i), vaj nejat(i),
Vaj palikt’i Kurzemé.
Kurzemeé laba dzive,
Jaunas meitas gultas taisa.

Kas tais’ gultu zaldatam?
Eglu skuju paladzinis,
Sikas brunas pagalve
Kajas mirka Daugava.

IV Two doves drank
in a stream

Two doves drank in a stream,
Both cooed as they drank;

Two brothers rode off to war,
Both rode, absorbed in thought.

Should we ride, should we not ride,
Should we stay in Kurzeme?

Life in Kurzeme is good,

Young girls make the beds.

Who makes a soldier’s bed?

A sheet of spruce needles,

Small armour for a pillow,

Feet soaking in the Daugava River.

V Liku loku upe tek

Liku loku upe tek,
Ratu grieza Daugava;
Jauni puisi kara jaja,
Sirdi sledza akmeni.

Zili zala diena ausa,
Jo sarkana saule léca,
Vai tie mani balelini
SveSu zemi dedzinaja?

V The river meanders

The river meandered,

Turning a wheel in the Daugava;
Young men rode off to war,
Locking their hearts in stone.

A blue-green day broke,
A red sun rose,

Were those my brothers
Burning a foreign land?




VI Zviedz, zviedz,
sirmais zirdzin!

Zviedz, zviedz, sirmais zirdzin,
Zviedz, zviedz, zviedz ieks$ stalla,
Zviedz ieks stalla stavédams.

Raud, raud jaunais puisits,
Raud, raud, raud ieks kara,
Raud kara’i dienédams

Pasakieti manam tévam,
Pasakiet no manim,

Lai pardeva savu zemi,
Lai izpirka man’ no kara,
Tévs pardeva savu zemi,
Man’ no kara neizpirka,

Pasakieti manai matei,
Pasakiet no manim,

Lai pardeva savas govis,
Lai izpirka man’ no kara.
Mate govis gan pardeva,
Man’ no kara neizpirka,

Pasakieti manai briitei,
Pasakieti no manim,

Lai pardeva zelta kroni,
Lai izpirka man’ no kara.
Ta pardeva zelta kroni,
Ta izpirka man’ no kara.

VI Neigh, neigh,
grey horse

Neigh, neigh, grey horse,
Neigh, neigh, neigh in the stable,
Neigh as you stand in the stable.

Weep, weep, young man,
Weep, weep, weep in battle,
Weep as you serve in battle.

Tell my father,

Tell him from me,

To sell his land,

To buy me out of war.

Father sold his land,

But he did not buy me out of war.

Tell my mother,

Tell her from me,

To sell her cows,

To buy me out of war.

Mother sold her cows,

But she did not buy me out of war.

Tell my bride,

Tell her from me,

To sell her golden crown,
To buy me out of war.

She sold her golden crown,
She bought me out of war.




VII Kara vira ligavina

Kara vira ligavina

Séd pie loga raudadama,
Sed pie loga raudadama,
Kara viru gaididama.

VIII Labak mani
kara kava

Labak mate mani mazu
Bt upé iemetuse;
Neka lielu audzé&juse
Asajami zobenam.

Labak mani kara kava,
Ne celina malina;
Lielu kungu kara kava,
Suni cela malina.

Kara kauta dveselite
Iet pie Dieva dziedadama,
Iet pie Dieva dziedadama

VII The soldier’s bride

The soldier’s bride

Sits at the window weeping,
Sits at the window weeping,
Waiting for the soldier.

VIII Better to die
in battle

Better that my mother had thrown me in the river
As a young child

Than to have raised me to adulthood

To serve the sharp sword.

Better to die in battle

Than on the roadside;

A great lord is killed in battle,
A dog is killed on the roadside.

A soul killed in battle

Sings as it goes to meet God,
Sings as it goes to meet God.
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IX Parskrej’ brala kumelins

Parskréj’ brala kumelins,
Baltas smiltis spardidams.
Pavaicaju kumelam,

Kur palika ratenieks?
Tur palika ratenieks,
Kur asinu upe tek,

Kur asinu upe tek,

Tur kaulinu tiltu grid,
Kur kaulinu tiltu grid,
Tur zobenu Zogu pin,
Kur zobenu Zogu pin,
Tur gul viri ka ozoli

Uz tam Prisu robeZam.

IX My brother’s horse returned

My brother’s horse returned,
Kicking up white sand.

I asked the horse,

What happened to the rider?

The rider remained

Where the blood river flows;
Where the blood river flows,
There a bridge of bones is built;
Where a bridge of bones is built,
There a fence of swords is woven;
Where a fence of swords is woven,
There the soldiers lie like oak trees
on the Prussian borders.




X POSTLUDIJA:
Kur tecesi, kalva sieva?

Kur tecesi, kalva sieva,
Pilnu sauju amurinu?

— Smedeé teku pieSu kalt,
Taisit jaunu kara viru.

Gatavs biju kara virs,
Gatavs kara kumelins,
Tas dieninas vien gaidiju,
Kad sargati tévu zemi.

X POSTLUDE: Where are you
going, blacksmith’s wife?

Where are you going, blacksmith’s wife,
With a handful of hammers?

— Into the smithy to make spurs,

To make a new soldier.

As a soldier I was ready,

And my war horse was ready;

Now I awaited the day

When I could protect my homeland.
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Aiga Bokanova, soprano
Karlis Sarzants, bass-baritone
Liene Brence, violin

Oskars Bokanovs, double bass
Maris Rozenfelds, accordeon
Rihards Plesanovs, piano
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